Spring 2021

From the President

Inclusion, Equity and Diversity at our Refuges:
“You Belong Here”

The Refuge Service and Friends Groups are mak-
ing a new and further commitment to getting all
groups and people to come and enjoy our Refuges.
It is now more important than ever to make sure
everyone is welcome at Refuges and that there are
the necessary infrastructure, personnel, activities
and interpretation for everyone to enjoy the great
outdoors.

This is the first of three articles dealing with this
important subject.

Inclusion:

Inclusion has many aspects. First accessibility.
From trails and restrooms that are accessible to all
and that that information is included in the Refuges
website.

Important information includes what trails are
paved, slope, grade, is there an accessible re-
stroom on or near the trail, is there an accessible
picnic table and what is the parking like for acces-
Sibility. Refuges that have little accessibility will
be working to improve the situation so all can en-
joy the Refuges. Most other Refuges need to make
the information clearer on their websites. Friends,
the Coalition of Refuge Friends and Advocates and
the National Wildlife Refuge Association will be
helping to inventory all the locations that have ac-
cessibility for all and help the Refuge with the in-
formation. Friends are also encouraged to put this
information on their websites and social media.

http:// www.refugefriends.com
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Inclusion also includes working with minority
groups to ensure that they are welcome at the Ref-
uges. Traditionally over 90% of Refuge visitors
were and are white. Many communities can feel
unwelcomed at Refuges and in many cases do not
even realize that there is a Refuge nearby. Friends
and the Service need to do a better job reaching
those communities that can feel left out. One im-
portant aspect is that communities of color have
few role models or few staff members that have
their shared experience. Diversity training can help
but ultimately the service must become more di-
versified, and they are working on it.

I could go on and on just on this subject, but | hope
you get the idea of what we are doing and where
we want to go with inclusion.

In conclusion we need to do a better job at letting
everyone know where we are, what we do, who we
are and how can you come out an enjoy the Refug-
es that we love and protect. It will take everyone to
help protect our refuges and to ensure that every-
one including future generations can enjoy the
beauty, peace and tranquility.

As always feel free to email me with any ques-
tions.

Stay safe and healthy,

Dan Price . President
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If a tree falls...

They’re baaaack! The first harbinger of spring at
refuge HQ is the arrival of red-wing blackbirds on
the refuge feeders. The first scout showed up last
week, today there’s a flock of about 20 males and a
few females gleaning the lawn. Some of the males
have begun singing in the alders shading spring
creek, giving the black-capped and mountain
chickadees some sonic competition. My procrasti-
nation writing this article has been rewarded. To-
day I noticed the first western bluebird of the year
in the office parking lot. Meanwhile, back over
my shoulder, a pair of adult bald eagles were
swooping and jinking high over log barn meadow
in their spring flirtatious flight. Next up, literally,
the Columbia ground squirrels will pop out of their
winter burrows like whack-a-moles, ready to start
mowing down the lawn. Spring hasn’t really
sprung yet, but it’s cocked, locked and ready to go.
But it’s not all sunshine and bluebirds on the ‘fuge.
The high wind event that hammered the Spokane
area in mid-January got a few licks in here, too. A
big “school-marm” ponderosa pine split at the
crotch, dropping a trunk on the side of our hazard-
ous materials storage building. It was a green tree
so it was heavy and twisted some steel structure
members inside the building. We’re working on
getting it repaired, but to quote plumbers, lawyers
and car mechanics; “this ain’t gonna be cheap.”
The design for the new interpretive overlook at the
gorge is progressing. The sign frames will include
some of the original railroad rails the Winslow
Lumber Company laid in the early 1900’s for their
steam Shay locomotive used to haul logs to their
Orin mill. I’'1l keep you updated.

Our office fields a lot of phone calls from citizens
looking for advice on wildlife issues like “there’s a
skunk under my porch” or “there’s a deer in my
yard terrorizing my poodle” or “there’s a wood-
chuck on the top of our ladder, what we do?” You
get the idea. Last week | fielded a string of calls
from motorists on Hwy 25 reporting a dead bald
eagle on the road shoulder. | refer all these calls
(yes, even the woodchuck on the ladder) to the
Washington Fish and Wildlife regional office in
Spokane. I’'m sure I’m very popular there. But it
gives me an opportunity to tell you about the Na-
tional Eagle Repository. An increasing bald eagle
population means more eagles killed by vehicles,
power lines and other accidents. Fortunately, due
the efforts of the National Eagle Repository, this
death is not the end of an eagle’s story. Here’s
what they say about themselves:

The National Eagle Repository was first cre-
ated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in
the 1970s to recognize the significance eagle
feathers have to Native Americans. While the
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act was
enacted to deter the poaching of eagles, it also
eliminated the access Native Americans had
to eagle feathers and other parts of the birds
that were used as components of their reli-
gious and cultural ceremonies. It wasn’t until
1994 that the eagle repository became what it
is today. Sitting at the Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal National Wildlife Refuge outside of Den-
ver, Colorado, the repository serves as a cen-
tral location for the receipt, storage, and dis-
tribution of deceased eagles. This was the re-
sult of a presidential mandate signed by Pres-
ident Clinton after he met with 300 tribal
leaders that required all federal agencies to
send deceased eagles to the repository. This
new mandate provided an avenue to a legally
regulated method that protects both eagles
and the cultural rights of members of federal-
ly recognized Native American tribes.

Over the years we’ve shipped dozens of dead ea-
gles to the repository. It’s gratifying to know the
eagles are utilized for cultural purposes.




Spring is springing! Visit your friendly, neighbor-
hood National Wildlife Refuge!

Refuge Biologist’s Report

Here we are coming into another spring. This is
going to be an unusual spring as the Covid pan-
demic is still upon us. As I write this in mid-
February the temperature is around 20 and we just
got 2 inches of snow at refuge headquarters. Fortu-
nately the higher areas are doing better with snow
pack. Although being mostly in the office, late
winter has been pretty busy. | am filling one intern
position and trying to rehire the biological techni-
cian from last year for another season. Another
item I am working on is writing a grant to hopeful-
ly get funding to treat Eurasian water milfoil in
Bayley Lake. This highly invasive aquatic plant
was only recently discovered in Bayley in 2019. It
has already overrun much of the lake. It spreads
from the tiniest of fragments clinging to boats,
fishing gear, boots etc. You may have also noticed
signs about invasive species going up at trailheads
and boat launch areas. Please try to avoid spread-
ing invasive species. Clean your boots before you
leave an area. If you are fishing clean you gear be-
fore you leave especially boats and float tubes.
Cleaning your gear before you enter, before leav-
ing the refuge, or between moving between refuge
lakes is one of the best ways you can help maintain
healthy ecosystems and habitat for our wildlife.

Itis a little early as I write this, but hopefully by
the time you are reading it the bald eagles should
be back on their territories and doing courtship
flights and rebuilding their nests for the season.
Last year both nests on the refuge fledged young.
We are optimistic it will be another good year for
eagles on the refuge. Another exciting bird story
was a lone peregrine falcon that spent most of last
season around the cliffs above Bayley Lake. We
are hoping it returns this year with a mate and tries
to nest. If anyone sees peregrines on the refuge this
year please let us know.

One of the more interesting projects we have on
the refuge year round is the remote camera sta-
tions. We typically place cameras in pairs. One
camera is set to take still photos and the other one

to take 10 second video clips. The primary objec-
tive of this project is to determine the presence and
range of assorted carnivores on the refuge. Canada
lynx, gray wolf, American marten, bears and cou-
gar are of primary interest. We also get pictures of
a wide assortment of other animals. Moose, elk and
deer are regular subjects. So are bobcat and coy-
otes. A host of smaller animals show up as well.
Squirrels, rabbits and a variety of birds are com-
monly recorded. One picture of note was in 2017.
A grizzly bear that had been captured in Idaho and
fitted with a radio collar was photographed on one
of the cameras. This was important since no one
had laid eyes on it since it had been captured two
years before. The biologist tracking the bear were
very pleased to see photos of him showing he was
in good condition with a lot of fat for hibernation.
Although the bear turned and went back to Idaho
in a few days, this is only the second record of a
grizzly on the refuge. Since we never know what
will turn up, it’s like Christmas morning when we
check the cameras. The motion sensors have been
triggered by animals as small as chickadees and as
large as moose. You can look below for some of
the photos. My critter profile below is a common
animal captured on the cameras.

Spring should be in the air by the time you read
this. In addition to warmer temperatures, spring on
the refuge means wildflowers and migratory birds
returning. So this spring | hope you can get out to
the refuge and enjoy some birds, wildflowers or
simply some fresh air.

Critter of the Season




The bobcat (Lynx rufous) is one the animals fre-
quently caught on our remote cameras. It is the
smallest of the three wildcats on the refuge. Much
smaller than cougar and smaller than Canada lynx.
They are the most commonly seen cat on the ref-
uge. Like the lynx they are a spotted cat with a
short or bob tail which gives the cat its name. The
tail is small enough it is often not seen. The ear
tufts are much smaller than lynx and are not easily
seen on cats in the wild. Proportionally they look
similar to a house cat but much larger. In contrast
lynx have very long legs making them appear gan-
gly. Males are larger averaging 21 pound whereas
females average 16 pounds. Tracks are round and 1
1/2 to 2 inches across. Unlike the lynx which spe-
cializes in snowshoe hare the bobcat has a varied
diet. While dominated by rodents and rabbits they
will hunt just about anything they can catch. They
generally hunt by waiting and pouncing as prey
come by. While researching this | found a report of
bobcats on the coast learning to fish and were even
observed catching small sharks in the ocean surf.

They are solitary animals coming together only for
breeding. Although normally silent they are known
to be vocal during courtship and mating. Sounds
include loud screams, hissing, and growling. Mat-
ing takes place in late winter and the young are
born in about 2 months. Litter size is typically 2 to
4 but in good conditions as many as 6 have been
recorded. The female takes care of the young on
her own. The kittens are learning to hunt on their
own by fall and leave their mother in early winter.

On the refuge bobcat sightings come from just
about anywhere on the refuge. | have seen them at
headquarters and at the top of Blacktail Mtn Road.
It is not unusual to see them from the Auto tour.
Although, they can be active any time of day they
are most often seen very early in the morning or in
the evening before dark. So the next time you drive
the auto tour keep an eye out one of our elusive
cats.
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Newsletter Necessities
Number 76 - Jim Groth - Editor
To send comments, write articles for the newsletter, or to
contribute items of interest, please contact:
Editor, The Pileated Post
P.0. Box 215, Colville, WA 99114
Email: larchsavage@yahoo.com

The Pileated Post is published quarterly and is mailed to all
Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge.

Calendar

March
10" --Board Meeting-- 6:00 p.m.

April
14" ~Board meeting-- 6:00 p.m.

May
12" — Board Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

Our Mission:The Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National
Wildlife Refuge is an independent, nonprofit organization
dedicated to promoting the conservation of native fish, wild-
life, plants and their habitats on the Refuge, providing educa-
tional opportunities, and fostering understanding and appre-
ciation of the Refuge.




