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Birdhouse Building Day

Environmental Education

On June 13 we will, for the second year in a row, hold
the birdhouse building event for families with children.
We will begin with a morning birding hike in the area,
followed by a free lunch, and ending in the afternoon
with building of bird boxes by the kids (with slight help
from parents where necessary). All materials and tools
will be provided. Meet at Headquarters at 10:00 AM.

Once again, we will host an end-of-year nature outing
for the Colville elementary school children at the
McMeet Trail. Events for grade two classes will occur
on June 2 and 3, while those for grade five will be on
June 5 and 9. If you are free to help, please call the
leader, Tricia Woods, at 684-3684. This is a most rewarding outing for both the students and
guides/instructors.

Warbler Morning

Refuge Update May 2009

On Saturday June 6, Warren Current, a respected local
birder, and Jerry Cline, biologist at the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge, will lead a free morning
trip for serious birders on the Refuge in eastern Washington focusing on locating approximately a dozen different warbler migrants and residents. Biologist Jerry
Cline has a history of many years of research on the refuge and should have many interesting warbler stories as
well as general habitat information. Starting time is 6:00
AM at Headquarters. Plan for wet or dry, warm or cool
weather, light hiking and possible mosquitoes.
Please email for details: info@refugefriends.com or call
(509) 680-6621.

The snow has left most of the slopes below 3000’ and
spring is in full swing on the LPO. Ya-hoo! It’s been a
long winter with cooler than normal temperatures persisting well into April. A pair of kestrels has taken up
residence in the old cottonwood snag behind the office
where they seem to intimidate the starlings no end. Ya
gotta lovethat! Deciduous trees and shrubs, along with
the grasses are greening up. The areas that we broadcast
burned last year, like the Bermuda Triangle unit, are
looking especially lush as we would expect. You need
to visit and see for yourselves.
Gary McKinney is back with maintenance and has been
getting roads and buildings in shape for the seasons of
heavy use. We are happy to report that Roger Hansen
has been rehired to yet again take on the ever vibrant
YCC crew that contributes so much to our organization
each summer. There may be an opportunity to grow our
YCC program this year, or next year, but there is no definitive decision yet. We have our fingers crossed.
It looks as though we will have two couples volunteering
at the LPO this year. They will be posted at Winslow
Cabin and should arrive in June. Volunteers are always
welcome and contribute greatly to the Service in a variety of ways.
Fire personnel are back on duty with mostly old hands
and one new one, Andrew Brown. Andrew will be joining us from Spokane in early June. Speaking of fire, our
crews were able to burn 140 acres of forest habitat on
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May 1, in the Durlan Springs Unit; a good beginning
with many more acres in the offing weather permitting.
Some of our cooperating agencies, the USFS and NPS,
provided assistance which is always reciprocated. Our
folks are also being called off-refuge to assist with other
agencies’ burns. Burn windows are fleeting so we all
tend to burn at about the same time which can pose a
logistics nightmare, but the experts involved still manage
to get things accomplished.

A final note; the commercial timber from the BuffaloBells Wildlife Habitat Management Unit was bid on and
awarded last January. However, because log prices have
been so depressed, all cutting activity on this unit has
been suspended. We are hopeful that the timber markets
will recover quickly because we want to complete this
important habitat and fuels management operation.
Without the completion of this vital first step, further
habitat work and the return of fire use will be very difficult. We all want the economy to turn around and the
good news is that it’s only a matter of time.

The fire folks hosted a spring fire school for the FWS
Blue Goose Crew and the Northwest Youth Corps
(NYC) on the Refuge during the last week of April.
This school always culminates in a practice fire as a
mandatory test for those just completing the training. It
just so happened that there were some Regional Office
people visiting when this occurred so they had a rare
opportunity to witness an event they almost never get to
see. Judging by the cell phone cameras that appeared
they seemed to relish the experience of fire crews in action.

As always we look forward to having our Friends visit
anytime.
Steve Fowler, Refuge Manager

Winter Sightings and Happenings
Note: Barbara’s contribution was inadvertently left off
of the spring issue, and so is included here. If you wait
until it gets hot, you might appreciate these observations
more!

The rehabilitation of McDowell Lake is still holding up
well in the third year since completion. The lake looks
great and the fishing is good with angler reports demonstrating much success. Bayley Lake seemingly has been
hit or miss. Some reports show good result, others, not
so much. Bayley is always a challenging fishery with
old hands and familiar anglers having the most luck
(skill). Potter’s Pond lost much of its water last winter
because of a problem with the feeder channel. This has
been corrected, but it will be at least a season before Potter’s yields respectable fish again.

We got our first snow at Headquarters in early November and those of us who live in these parts know what
happened after that; record breaking snowfall in December.
The bald eagles started hanging out in the cottonwood
tree behind HQ in early December.
I often see one or two adults or an immature. There are
at least 3 different adult birds- one still has some dark
feathers on its head. Near the end of January I could hear
an eagle vocalizing. When I looked out the window I
saw an adult bald eagle perched on the cottonwood facing upstream and calling. I assumed another eagle was
approaching but nothing came into view. I finally
grabbed my binoculars and saw there were 2 adult birds
perched side by side and they were vocalizing together.
Next thing I knew they were mating. Later both were
still in the tree and one was feeding on something. Even
with the spotting scope at the window I could not identify it- it looked like a small piece of flesh. In early February I heard an eagle vocalizing from the cottonwood
tree before it was even light enough to see it. As daylight
arrived I saw an immature and adult bald eagle perched
in the tree.

Turkey hunting will continue until the end of May, but
the hunting pressure has tapered off notably from the
opening week which is normal for the LPO. We expect
another rush of turkey hunters during the last week of
the season.
Once again the Refuge will be hosting the Washington
Agriculture and Forestry Leadership field exercise on
May 14. For those who don’t know, this is a program
where people from a variety of industries get a sampling
of what land management professionals must do to meet
the legislative and policy mandates of their respective
agencies in their routine operations. Every third year
this program comes to Colville and makes for an interesting day, to say the least.

The alders along the LPO River and the outflow of the
HQ pond occasionally have large flocks of birds feeding
just until I get the scope on them then they collectively
fly up and around and sometimes land in the alders
again. After a few frustrating attempts to get a positive
id, they finally landed in the alders by the pond and I
was able to identify them as common redpolls. But they
never stay long enough to see if there are any hoary redpolls among them. The field guides say the hoary is

The Washington Trails Association (WTA) will be here
for one week beginning on June 21, and will concentrate
on the Mill Butte Trail. We are hopeful that this will be
completed this year and we can begin working on the
interpretation components.
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paler and less streaked. I estimate the flock size has varied from 50-70 birds. These birds were first seen early
January and I am still seeing them mid-February.

season starting the following day. The robins and redwing blackbirds have made their way out to the Refuge.
Say’s phoebe, flycatchers and warblers have arrived as
well. And so will our visitors- hunters and fishers and
birders. Will you be one of them?
Barbara Harding, Refuge Staff

Early January also brought a great blue heron that would
fly just outside my window and often land in the cottonwood. The waxwings were also playing the id game with
me. They would land on top of the cottonwood tree then
fly off when I got the spotting scope focused on them. I
was finally able to identity them as Bohemian waxwings.
We do have Bohemian and cedar waxwings in our area.
The Bohemians are slightly larger. Look for yellow
markings on their wings and rusty brown undertail coverts. The cedars have a yellowish belly and white undertail
coverts. Both species have a yellow band at the tip of the tail
and red colored tips on the secondaries.

A small owl was perched at the very top of the cottonwood tree. Guess what, by the time I got the spotting
scope on it- it was gone. My guess is northern pygmy
owl. I definitely did see a northern pygmy owl perched
at the very top of an aspen tree west of HQ. Be sure to
check out the cottonwood tree behind HQ when you
visit. You never know what might be there.

Fence Removal on the Refuge
A discussion with Refuge Biologist Jerry Cline.

The Refuge has many woodpecker species. Species seen
this winter include: northern flicker, hairy, downy,
pileated, black-backed and white-headed.

Q. Jerry, everywhere I go on the Refuge I run into
fences in various stages of disrepair. Where do they all
come from?

Not many wild turkeys around. There were 3 that were
hanging around HQ feeders- now there are two. They
visit every day and spend hours digging in the snow to
find the sunflower seeds the flicker picks through as it
spends time looking for the best seeds.
A few of us have seen a ruffed grouse feeding in a deciduous bush right next to the road as we are leaving the
Refuge. I stopped my vehicle one day and just watched
it at eye level. I have also heard dippers in the LPO
River singing.

A. Livestock grazing has occurred here even before
the area was officially homesteaded around 1900. Most
homesteaders cared for at least some livestock like cattle, horses and sheep. Livestock grazing continued on the
refuge after its establishment in 1939 through 2005.
Miles of fences were built, abandoned and rebuilt in new
places as various grazing units were established and
modified over the years. It was rare for an old fence to
be removed even when it was no longer needed.

Mammal sightings have been scarce. December 22 there
were 3 elk in Chester Field (the field just past the entrance to the Fire Cache and Shop); January 15 a number
of staff got to watch a cow and calf moose between the
Fire Cache and Fire Bunkhouse; February 6 our biologist
saw an ermine beneath a bird feeder- he kept watching
and it caught a mouse! Coyote tracks have been seen on
and off the road and I saw snowshoe hare tracks just a
short way up the Mill Butte Trail. Has anyone noticed
the beautiful ice blue color in the deep tracks in the
snow? Out here the deer often sink down 6 inches or
more and the hole left has an ice blue hue to it.

Q. How many miles of fence exist on the Refuge?
A. In 2000 we estimated there were 35 miles of boundary fence along the perimeter of the refuge preventing
livestock from trespassing onto the refuge as well as
keeping Refuge permitted livestock off our neighbors’
property. In addition, we think there’s at least another
35 miles of interior fences; fences dividing livestock
grazing units, protecting sensitive areas or controlling
vehicle access. These were approximations based on
maps of known existing fences. Since then refuge staff
has encountered many more fences, most long ago
abandoned but never removed.

The main gates into the Refuge opened April 14. Spring
turkey season started the following day. The gate into
Potter’s Pond/Bayley Lake opened April 24 with fishing
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Q. I note most of the wire fences here in NE Washington are four strands, with a high top wire and lacking the
gaps advantageous to deer, for instance. The Refuge
fences seem to follow this construction pattern. Why
would that be the case on a refuge dating back to the
early 20th century?

Some people ask, “How can you legally build a 3 strand
fence 38” tall when the state law states it must have 4
strands, and a top wire at least 48 inches, plus or minus
4 inches, above the ground?” The same RCW mentioned earlier also states “All other fences as strong and
well calculated as the fence described in RCW 16.60.010
shall be lawful fences.” (RCW 16.60.011). Our wildlife
friendly fences are built using designs documented in
several sources so we consider them “strong and well
calculated.” We’ve found this wildlife friendly design to
be quite effective under normal circumstances. I have
used less wildlife- friendly designs in some extreme circumstances, such as when the I needed to exclude a menagerie of sheep, goats, llamas, cattle and ponies from a
riparian zone easement.

The four strand barbwire fence has evolved into the
standard design since “the Devil’s rope” was perfected
in the 1870s. It’s a effective, efficient design for controlling livestock. Washington law even defines a “lawful
fence” as “… at least four barbed, horizontal, wellstretched wires spaced so the top wire is forty-eight
inches, plus or minus four inches, above the ground …”
(RCW 16.60.010). When fences were being built by
homesteaders and later by the Refuge and grazing permittees, the four strand barb-wire fence was the obvious
design since controlling livestock was the main purpose.
Impacts to wildlife were not given much thought.

Q. From the data I am reviewing, wildlife conflicts
with fencing is a worldwide problem. The most desirable solution seems to be no fence at all, but where
fences are necessary there are opportunities to substantially reduce the adverse impacts with wiser fence
placement and better fence design. I assume you will
still have some internal fences on the Refuge for management. How are you going to address placement and
design issues here?

Q. From a wildlife perspective, just what is the problem
with wire fences?
A. Fences cause problems for wildlife when they are
too high to jump, too low to crawl under, have loose
wires, the wires spaced too closely together, it’s difficult
for animals or birds to see, or it forms a complete barrier. Many think the concern with fence’s adverse impacts on wildlife is something new, but problems with
fences blocking free movement of antelope on western
ranges was described as early as 1877.

A. The vast majority of the Refuge’s interior fences are
no longer necessary and we are making slow progress
removing them. There are some fences that will remain,
primarily to manage access to areas controlled by gates.
Most of these fences are currently the 4- strand barbwire
type. We plan to make these more wildlife friendly by
removing the top and bottom wires and retightening the
remaining two wires. These modified fences still provide
a barrier to vehicles while minimizing their impediment
to wildlife.

Most refuge fences are no longer needed for livestock
management and have fallen into disrepair resulting a
loose wires the can entangle wildlife. I’ve found a couple of deer and a coyote tangled in fences like this.
Northern flying squirrels are sometimes killed when
they’re snagged by unseen barbwire while gliding to the
ground at night. I once watched as a young black bear
crash repeatedly into an old fence along a refuge road
as he tried to escape an approaching vehicle.

Sometimes fences are necessary, but can do the job
while minimizing hazards to wildlife. Montana Fish,
Wildlife and Park’s website has an excellent publication
called “A Landowner’s Guide to Wildlife Friendly
Fences: How to build Fence with Wildlife in Mind.” I’m
sure there are other publications on the internet or in the
library that can help you build a new fence or modify an
old fence. Sometimes wildlife control is the target of the
fencing. Montana’s publication also describes fence
designs for protecting haystacks and gardens.

Q. Since the Refuge is surrounded by public and private
lands generally grazed by domestic livestock, how do
you expect to keep those animals off the Refuge?
A. Both state law and federal law prohibit allowing
unpermitted livestock on federal lands. However, the
Refuge has tried to take a positive role in preventing
trespass livestock by constructing and maintaining livestock exclusion fences on the segments of the refuge
boundary bordering private or public grazing areas.
These fences are built using a “wildlife friendly” design
specifying 3 tightly drawn, optimally spaced to wires
with the top wire no more than 40” inches from the
ground.

Q. This seems to be one of those problems that could be
solved with some consideration, a bit of money, time
and effort. Since money is short for government agencies, how are you going to solve this problem on the
LPO?
A. Removing over 35 miles of fence is a daunting, labor intensive, glamour less task. We have been pecking
away at it over the last several years using occasional
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volunteers, Youth Conservation Corps, Northwest Youth
Corps and refuge staff. But there are still many miles of
fence remaining. We have an Eagle Scout candidate
who’s agreed to tackle the several miles of dilapidated
fence on our Kaniksu Unit near Deer Lake. There’s
plenty of old fence there for several scouts to earn an
eagle rank!

were not available. Special emphasis was placed on the
dangers of lead and monofilament line to adult loons, primarily from ingesting or becoming tangled in lost fishing
tackle.
Dan and Ginger have presented their programs to a great
many organizations throughout the country over the years
and have developed a very smooth and interesting format.
This program was well attended and enjoyed by all ages.
More information on the Common Loon can be found on
the Loon Association website at http://www.loons.org.
Bill Dowd, Board Member

Frankly, we may never complete this project if we don’t
receive some volunteer help. There’s no money budgeted for this project so without a concerted effort it will
continue only as a piecemeal/as time allows activity.
But with some volunteer help we could have most of the
old fence removed within a few years

Mushroom Foray

The Friends intends to help Refuge staff remove fence
beginning this season. The first fence roundup event
will be June 20, a Saturday. Volunteers should meet at
the Refuge HQ at 8:30. Bring a sack lunch, wear boots
and bring leather gloves. We will put in a full day’s
work but will have a cookout dinner at the end of the
day, compliments of Friends and Fish and Wildlife Service. Friends volunteer coordinator for the project is
member Don Tryon. He can be reached at 685-9276 or
684-3683, and see xyz@plix.com for further information. We would like to have an idea how many volunteers will be available, so it would be helpful to call in
advance.

Saturday, May 16 saw about 40 participants gather at
Refuge Headquarters to head out to selected sites on the
Refuge to search for morels and other spring fungi.
Weather was perfect, and conditions for morels had been
excellent all spring. Morels were found at all stops, and
most searchers found at least a few. From comments by
participants, not only was finding morels a thrill, but
also the spring beauty of the Refuge was an unexpected
delight. Jim and Jo Ann Groth led the foray. As important, however to the success of the day, The Friends
again shared sponsorship with members of Slow Food,
Upper Columbia, who put on a spread of appetizers at
the end of the day (including morel appetizers) that was
most impressive. Both organizations gained new members during this event.

The Uncommon Loon
A Winter Wildlife program was recently offered by the
Friends of the LPO on the evening of March 20th. The
program was co-sponsored by the WSU Learning Center
and held in the theater of the community college.
The presenters of the program were Dan Poleshook and
Ginger Gumm of the Loon Lake Loon Association. They
showcased their years of fascinating research and photography in an excellent presentation called “The Uncommon
Loon.” Dan and Ginger are surely the loon’s best friends in
the state of Washington. With the assistance and cooperation of the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife and Chris Loggers of
the U.S. Forestry Service they have studied and monitored
the Common Loon (Gavia immer) in Northeast Washington for the past 12 years. During the years of their research, 12 to15 pairs have nested in the NE part of the state
and 2 to 3 in the NW part. An integral part of their study is
banding the young chicks, which has allowed them to
monitor migration routes and trace the individual birds
throughout their live cycles. In their attempt to increase
the number of nesting pairs they have undertaken several
different strategies such as education of the fishermen and
recreationists in the importance of keeping a safe distance
from the loons and their nests, providing floating nesting
platforms in the lakes that do not have sufficient natural
vegetation and requesting the planting of fingerlings in
lakes for the feeding the young where appropriate food fish

Photographers Wanted!
The more time one spends out at our Refuge, the more
one becomes aware of the variety of opportunities for
taking wonderful photos of this unique place in our corner of northeastern Washington. Ours isn’t a single season refuge. It changes from day-to-day, week-to-week,
and season-to-season. There are hidden corners of our
Refuge to explore with one’s camera. There are photoops just waiting for visitors on any of their trips to the
LPO.
The 2009 Friend of the LPO Photo Contest began last
August 16th and will extend until next August 15th. We
are looking for pictures of the flora and fauna, of panoramas, and of people using the Refuge. We are also
looking for photos from students.
Information and entry forms are available form me at
janderson@ultraplix.com. Next time you visit the Refuge, don’t forget your camera!
Joel Anderson , Board Member
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Newsletter Necessities

Friends of the LPO

Number 29 - Jim Groth - Editor
To send comments, write articles for the newsletter, or to contribute items of interest, please contact:
Editor, The Pileated Post
P.0. Box 215, Colville, WA 99114
Email: larchsavage@yahoo.com

Membership Application
Name _____________________________________
Address __________________________________

The Pileated Post is published quarterly and is mailed to all
Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge.

___

City _______________________ State ________
Zip _____________

Calendar

Telephone _______________________________

June

Email __________________________________

th

2,3,5, 9 -–Environmental Education
6th—Warbler Event—6:00 a.m.
10th -- Board Meeting--6:00 p.m.
13th—Birdhouse Event—10:00 a.m.
20th – Fence Removal—8:30 a.m.

Date _________________________________
Annual Membership
____ I would like my newsletter emailed to me
____ Basic Member $10
____New
____ Contributing Member $25
____Renew
____ Supporting Member $50
____ Sustaining Member $75
____ Corporate Member $100
____ Other $_________

July
8th– Board Meeting –6:00 p.m.

Please mail, along with a check to:
Friends of the LPONWR
Box 215
Colville, WA 99114

August

12th – Board Meeting – 6:00 p.m.

Our Mission: The Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National
Wildlife Refuge is an independent, nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the conservation of native fish, wildlife,
plants and their habitats on the Refuge, providing educational
opportunities, and fostering understanding and appreciation of
the Refuge.

Box 215
Colville, WA 99114
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