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“Washington’s Not-So-Common Loon” 
Program 

 

Daniel Poleschook, Jr. and Ginger Gumm will pre-

sent “Washington’s Not-So-Common Loon” on 

Friday, March 20, 2009 at 7:00 PM in the theater of 

Colville Community College, 985 S. Elm Street, 

Colville.  Admission is free.  Sponsors are the 

Friends of the LPO and the WSU Learning Center.   

The program will feature common loon descrip-

tions, behavior, ecology and the necessary conser-

vation required to maintain or increase the low 

breeding population of less than 15 territorial pairs 

in Washington.  Daniel and Ginger have been doing 

loon research projects and observations on Wash-

ington’s common loons since 1996.  They use high-

magnification digital images to record and make 

determinations for their fieldwork.  Their conserva-

tion work for common loons can be used as a model 

for conservation of other waterbird species, many of 

which are in rapid decline.  Daniel and Ginger have 

presented common loon and other wildlife programs 

to large numbers of audiences throughout United  

 

 

 

 

States, Canada, Africa and Costa Rica, including 27 

previous presentations to various Audubon groups 

in Washington.  Be sure to attend this special event.  

It is one you will not forget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Mushroom Foray 
 

Mycologist Jim Groth will lead a one-day mush-

room foray on Saturday, May 16 on the Little Pend 

Oreille National Wildlife Refuge.  Emphasis will be 

on collecting  morels for the table, but stress will 

also be put  on  identification and ecology of all 

fleshy fungi encountered.  The day  will end with a 

morel cooking demonstration and tasting presented 

by members of the Slow Food movement, Upper 

Columbia.  Meet at the Refuge headquarters at 9:30.  

Follow the brown signs as you head east out of 

Colville on Highway 20.  Bring a bag lunch, water, 
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collecting bag (no plastic) or basket, rain gear, and 

wear long pants.  Also bring binoculars if you 

wish—birds and plants will be included for those 

interested. We should be finished by 3:30 PM.  

Please call Jim or Jo Ann(509-684-1379) if you in-

tend to participate.  There is a limit of 40 people, so 

call early.   

 

 

From the New Editor of the Pileated Post 
 

Beginning with this issue, I will be editing the 

Pileated Post.   I would like to thank the outgoing 

editor, Joel Anderson, for the excellent job he has 

done during his tenure.  I always have looked for-

ward to reading the Post, thanks most recently to 

Joel.  

 

Format and content of the Post will not change.  I 

would like to extend an invitation to all members 

(and even nonmembers if it seems reasonable) to 

submit for publication in the Post relevant articles, 

announcements, photos, or editorial comments.   

My intent is to be as inclusive as possible. While it 

is true that there is a distinct bias among many, per-

haps most, of our members toward resource preser-

vation and away from short-sighted  exploitation,  I 

think it might be healthy to entertain thoughtful 

views on either side of an issue.  There is nothing 

like a good debate to complement the usual infor-

mational content of a newsletter.   

 
Jim Groth 
509-684-1379 

Larchsavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

       Two Bird-centered Events in June 
 

The Friends are sponsoring two birding events this 

year.  On June 6 we will assemble at Headquarters 

at 5:30 AM for a warbler walk.  Experts will be pre-

sent to help you in identifying these  colorful “bird 

butterflies” by sight and song.  There are many 

kinds of warblers nesting on the refuge at that time, 

including some that are rare in the area.  Then, on 

June 13 , we will, for the second year in a row, hold 

the bird house building event. This is a family event 

composed of a morning birding hike,  a free lunch, 

and the building of bird boxes by the kids (with 

slight help from parents where necessary).  All ma-

terials and tools will be provided.  Meet at Head-

quarters at 9:00 AM.   

 

 

 

Refuge Update-- February 2009  
 

I have to voice the obvious and say it has been a 

long winter here at the Refuge with all the snow in 

December, which became ice in January, and has 

become water and fog in February.  The various 

physical properties of simple H2O can be daunting 

at times.  The maintenance folks spent a great deal 

of time and effort dealing with snow removal from 

roofs, roads, sidewalks and parking areas this sea-

son.  We only lost part of one small structure, so the 

damage was minimal.  We only had to deploy pro-

pane heaters in the buildings on one occasion to 

keep the pipes from freezing during a power outage.  

As spring approaches we are hoping that the snow 

melts gradually and we are spared the joys of flood-

ing. 

 

Winter, as usual, has been a trying time for many of 

our resident wildlife species with the real crunch 

time yet to come in the next few weeks.  The paths 

through the deep snow that the deer create under 

these conditions to access preferred sites have been 

packed into ice from long and frequent use.  Hope-

fully the habitat entered this winter in good enough 

condition to provide sufficient food for deer, moose 

and foraging birds.  We seem to have plenty of 

woodpecker activity on tree snags and I noticed the 

moose and deer have been browsing several areas 

quite heavily.  Winter range for white tailed deer is 

very important to this Refuge and it is winters like 

this that severely test its adequacy. 

 

Other than that, what’s new?  Our seasonal staff 

will be returning in March and April, Gary McKin-

ney and Roger Hansen in maintenance, and Kelly 

Connall, Janet Bach and Frank Conner in fire man-

agement.  We will also be hiring 3 or 4 seasonal fire 

fighters and a four person Youth Conservation 

Corps contingent.  Karl Mallory is busy lining up a 

few volunteers for the summer season using the 

blissful prospect of spending a summer camped at 
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the Winslow Cabin site as bait.  He has had the 

usual prolific response, but no definite takers as yet. 

 

This is also the time of year when work plan details 

are finalized, as much as they ever can be, for the 

coming summer work season.  Both maintenance 

and fire personnel have  busy schedules including 

the normal component of routine jobs like grounds 

keeping, road maintenance and prescribed burning, 

to some new initiatives like preparing the lecture 

area for the rock placement on the slope above 

McDowell Lake dike. 

 

On the habitat and fuels management front, the ma-

jor logging and brush piling activities on the Cusick 

Tract that we manage in Pend Oreille County have 

been completed with excellent results.  The intent of 

this project was to free up the suppressed deciduous 

forest that was being inhibited from development by 

encroaching evergreens, primarily lodgepole pine.  

You can actually see how many aspens and cotton-

woods are really there now.  In five or ten years this 

site will look vastly different from what it was a 

year ago. 

 

Another habitat initiative on the LPO is the Buffalo 

Bells Wildlife Habitat Management Unit (WHMU).  

This is a 290 acre sale of small commercial timber 

the removal of which will substantially reduce fuel 

for wildfire and will result in creating some small 

forest openings for new forage and tree seedlings to 

develop.  It will also push the mature forest compo-

nent to a larger average tree diameter, because noth-

ing over 12 inches dbh is slated for cutting.  The 

long absence of natural fire has resulted in an artifi-

cial situation and this action will go a long way to-

ward remedying that. 

 

In the public use and recreation arena, the next big 

push for us will be getting the roads and camp-

grounds readied for the fishing season opener in late 

April.  This is always a major event for us because 

we have a tight time frame for bringing personnel 

on and having the proper conditions to get the trees 

cleared, roads graded, signs repaired, brochures 

stocked and campgrounds checked before the gates 

open.  Some years, by the time the snow melts and 

the road surfaces have reached a proper moisture 

content for grading we have only a couple of days at 

best to accomplish this.  We will see how it shakes 

out this year, but no matter what, spring is always 

welcome. 

The Washington Trails Association (WTA) will be 

here again this June and will concentrate on finish-

ing the Mill Butte Trail.  I do not have the exact 

dates yet. 

 

Finally, but by no means last in terms of signifi-

cance, let me take this opportunity to thank the 

Friends of the Little Oreille NWR for completing 

the McDowell Lake Boardwalk last fall and espe-

cially Rick “tip of the spear” Moore for his dogged 

perseverance and determination to see this project 

through.   

 

Thanks to you all for making this special place so 

special! 

 
Steve Fowler, Refuge Manager 

 

 

 

                       Trail Tales  
  

Although the snow is still 18 inches deep at my 

house, I am optimistic (naïve?) that spring will ar-

rive on schedule and that we can soon start working 

on our trail projects at the LPO. This summer will 

be particularly exciting, because, if all goes well, 

we should be able to finish both the McMEET and 

Mill Butte trail projects. Yes that’s right, FINISH 

them. What a fine day that will be for both the 

Friends and the Refuge. 

  

Here’s what remains to be done. For the McMEET 

project we first need to build the sign kiosk and in-

stall the sign, both of which I believe you will find 

quite impressive. Next, we need to spend five to ten 

days building the observation blind overlooking the 

marsh. Once that’s completed, we can assist the 

Refuge staff in placing the large boulders on the 

hillside on the far end of the damn to create the 

lunch/lecture area. Finally we need to do a little ad-

ditional work on the trail between the boardwalk 

and the lake. It’s a pretty full plate, but well within 

our reach. 

  

Completing the Mill Butte trail will be simpler but 

will require a bit more manual labor. A little over a 

mile of trail still needs to be constructed, but it is 

my understanding that the Washington Trails Asso-

ciation will return this summer to help us finish this 

last section. They are terrific workers and are re-

sponsible for the vast majority of the work done on 
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this trail to date. Once, the trail work is done we 

have another kiosk and sign to install and then, 

voila, we can tick the Mill Butte trail off the list. 

  

I haven’t yet formalized a work schedule for these 

projects, but as spring gets going I will be posting 

the dates for work parties. With your help, we can 

have quite the celebration in the fall of 2009. 

 
Rick Moore, Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2008 Fire Management Season on the      
Refuge 

 

In 2008, 1,027 acres of prescribed and pile burning 

were accomplished. We began on April 19
th
 in the 

Durlan Springs Unit. This unit lies north of the Bear 

Creek Road just as you enter the Refuge. Like most 

of our burn units, it had already had a number of 

other treatments done prior to the prescribed burn-

ing. It was pre-commercially thinned in 2001, with 

most of the slash  piled. Pile burning took place 

over the following two years. The unit then had a 

timber harvest, removing small diameter, yet mer-

chantable Ponderosa pine to reduce the amount of 

trees per acre to get it to more historical stocking 

levels. Approximately 455 acres were burned in the 

spring of 2008 with an additional 175 – 200 acres 

left to go this spring. We also managed to get 300 

acres of prescribed burning completed on the Ber-

muda Triangle unit which lies to the north and east 

of Bear Creek campground. It also had prior thin-

ning, pile burning and a timber harvest completed 

before the prescribed burn was done. The spring  

weather cooperated as we had good winds to help 

with smoke dispersal. 

 

Prescribed Burning in the fall was also very suc-

cessful. Due to the dryness, we focused on burning 

some of the Refuge’s old fields to enhance forage 

for wildlife. We began burning on September 30
th
 

and ended on November 20
th
. A total of 191 acres 

of prescribed burns and 84 acres of pile burning 

were completed.  

 

We get a lot of help from our Inter-agency partners. 

The Regional prescribed fire module and Turnbull 

Refuge’s fire crew provide a lot of support. The 

Spokane BLM provided an engine crew that helped 

with most of our burns, the Redmond Interagency 

Hotshot Crew provided a squad of firefighters for 

two days, and engine crews and personnel  from the 

Colville National Forest also provided a substantial 

amount of help. All of this help enables us to con-

tinually meet our goals. LPO firefighters in turn 

helped conduct prescribed burns on the Colville Na-

tional Forest, as well as at Turnbull, Kootenai, and 

the Mid-Columbia River Complex of Refuges. 

 

In early April we put on a basic firefighting course 

for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s “Blue Goose Crew” 

from Moses Lake and an adult crew from the 

Northwest Youth Corps out of Eugene, Oregon. 

Approximately 20 people participated in the class. 

The Blue Goose Crew is a training crew for inter-

agency personnel throughout the U.S. to receive 

wildland firefighting experience. Their assignments 

last anywhere from two weeks to three months. The 

crew also is in partnership with the Moses Lake Job 

Corps to utilize students from that program for 

wildfire suppression and prescribed burning as-

signments. In return for training the Northwest 

Youth Corps members, they provided us with a 

week’s worth of work, whereby they constructed 

three miles of fire line along the Refuge boundary, 

which enabled us to conduct burning on the Durlan 

Springs Unit. 

 

There were five wildfires on the Refuge this year. 

All fires were lightning caused and the biggest one 

was a 1/3 of an acre on the east slope of Bayley 

Lake. Our engine crews responded to 15 local wild-

fires, and a number of wildfires in other states. Janet 

Bach, one of our Engine Bosses,  was given the op-

portunity to spend six months with the Redmond 

Hot Shot Crew. It is an interagency training crew 
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out of Redmond, Oregon where firefighters get ex-

perience being squad bosses and crew bosses, as 

well as other tasks on a 20-person hand crew. 

 

This past summer and fall we utilized six private 

contractors, the Regional prescribed fire crew out of 

Turnbull, the Blue Goose Crew, and the LPO fire 

crew to thin and pile thick stands of forested regen-

eration to reduce hazardous build-up of fuels and 

enhance wildlife habitat. A total of 422 acres were 

thinned this year. Most of the thinning is done along 

the Refuge’s boundary to reduce the threat of cata-

strophic fire. When thinning, if there is a lot of 

dead-downed woody material present, it is also 

bucked-up and piled to reduce the fuel loading. 

 
 Dan Brauner, Prescribed Fire Specialist 

 

 

  

 

Great Gray Owl Visits the Colville Valley 
 

Local Birders had a unique opportunity in mid 

January, when a Great Gray Owl showed up on the 

Valley-Westside Road about a mile west of 

Colville.  This owl of the deep boreal forests and 

open muskeg bogs is rare for the area, and most lo-

cal birders had never seen one here.  After the sight-

ing was posted on the internet, birders from eastern 

Washington starting arriving and over the weekend 

of January 17-18, as many as 8 vehicles were 

parked along the road in the late afternoon as bird-

ers waited for their opportunity to see this magnifi-

cent bird.  The owl stayed in that area for at least 5 

days and then disappeared.  Although not on the 

Refuge, this sighting shows the interest generated 

by rare birds and the time and travel folks are will-

ing to spend in pursuit of such opportunities.  Many 

birders from around Washington and the region 

visit the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Ref-

uge to see other rarities like white-headed wood-

pecker, pileated woodpecker, and the barred owl. 

  
Warren Current 

 

 

 

  

 

Camping in Colville's Own Backyard! 
 

What do Christmas trees and hiking boots have in 

common?  Usually not much, unless of course they 

are part of the package tree entitled, "Camping in 

Colville's Own Backyard" that was raffled off re-

cently.  The tree was sponsored by the Friends of 

the LPO and was a part of the Colville Chamber of 

Commerce Home for the Holidays event called the 

Christmas Tree Extravaganza, a raffle which is held 

on an annual basis.  There are always a number of 

nonprofit organizations and businesses that are will-

ing to donate a tree, complete with all the trimmings 

and gifts, in the Colville area and this year was no 

different.  Our tree was decorated in nature-based 

ornaments and laden with gifts that surely would 

inspire anyone to spend a weekend outdoors includ-

ing a tent, sleeping bags, camp chairs and of course 

all the makings for s'mores.  In total, the trees at-

tracted 5856 raffle tickets  for the Colville Chamber 

of Commerce, while the Friends of the LPO tree 

was responsible for 561 of that total.  Way to go 

Friends.  We wish the winner of our tree (and all of 

us) happy camping! 

 
Gretchen Krema, Board Member 

       

                 Photographers Wanted! 

The more time one spends out at our Refuge, the 

more one becomes aware of the variety of opportu-

nities for taking wonderful photos of this unique 

place in our corner of northeastern Washington.  

Ours isn’t a single season refuge. It changes from 

day-to-day, week-to-week, and season-to-season. 

There are hidden corners of our Refuge to explore 

with one’s camera. There are photo-ops just waiting 

for visitors on any of their trips to the LPO.   

 

The 2009 Friend of the LPO Photo Contest began 

last August 16
th

 and will extend until next August 

15
th

. We are looking for pictures of the flora and 

fauna, of panoramas, and of people using the Ref-

uge. We are also looking for photos from students.  

 

Information and entry forms are available form me 

at janderson@ultraplix.com. Next time you visit the 

Refuge, don’t forget your camera! 

 

Joel Anderson , Board Member 

 

 



Newsletter Necessities                  

Number 28  -  Jim Groth - Editor 
To send comments, write articles for the newsletter, or to 

contribute items of interest, please contact: 

Editor, The Pileated Post 

P.0. Box 215, Colville, WA 99114 
Email: editor@refugefriends.com   

The Pileated Post is published quarterly and is mailed to all 

Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge. 

Calendar  

March 

 11th -- Board Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 

 20th – Loon Presentation – 7:00 PM 
 

April 

      8th– Board Meeting –6:00 p.m. 
      

May 

13th – Board Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 

16th –Mushroom Foray –9:30 a.m. 
   

 
    

Our Mission: The Friends of the Little Pend Oreille National 

Wildlife Refuge is an independent, nonprofit organization 

dedicated to promoting the conservation of native fish, wildlife, 

plants and their habitats on the Refuge, providing educational 

opportunities, and fostering understanding and appreciation of 

the Refuge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box 215  

Colville, WA 99114 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the LPO 

Membership Application 
  

Name _____________________________________ 

  Address __________________________________ 
___ 

  City _______________________ State ________ 
 

  Zip _____________ 
 

  Telephone _______________________________ 
 

  Email  __________________________________ 
 

  Date _________________________________ 
 

Annual Membership 

____ I would like my newsletter emailed to me  

____ Basic Member $10                ____New 
____ Contributing Member $25  ____Renew 

____ Supporting Member $50 

____ Sustaining Member $75 

____ Corporate Member $100 

____ Other $_________ 

      

     Please mail, along with a check to: 

 Friends of the LPONWR 

 Box 215 

 Colville, WA   99114 
 


